The Rules Committee offers the following Substitute to File No. 2018-813:

Introduced by Council Member Brosche and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Dennis: 

RESOLUTION 2018-813
A RESOLUTION expressing the city of Jacksonville’s profound gratitude and appreciation to the United Arab Emirates for its generosity to the citizens of the State of Florida and the City of Jacksonville; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in the fall of 2016 and 2017 the City of Jacksonville suffered the effects of Hurricanes Matthew and Irma, incurring hundreds of millions of dollars in damages from wind and flooding; and


WHEREAS, the citizens and the city government of Jacksonville are still in the process of recovery from those twin storms, attempting to restore properties, possessions and lives disrupted by the power of nature; and


WHEREAS, the United Arab Emirates (“UAE”), a country of more than 9 million people on the Persian Gulf, is a source of stability, acceptance, innovation and growth on the Arabian Peninsula and in the Middle East region generally. The UAE is the largest export market for U.S. goods in the Middle East and more U.S. naval vessels visit UAE ports than any other port outside the United States; and

WHEREAS, the UAE has an extensive record of helping communities in the United States recover from natural disasters – from New Orleans to New Jersey after Hurricanes Katrina (2005) and Sandy (2012), to Joplin, Missouri (2011), which was devastated by one of the largest tornadoes ever recorded in the U.S. Most recently, the UAE announced a $10 million grant to the state of Texas following the impact of Hurricane Harvey in 2017; and


WHEREAS, in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma, the United Arab Emirates announced a generous gift of $10 million in aid to the State of Florida to help the state recover from the storm’s damages, and the City of Jacksonville was allocated $2,775,000 of that donation which in turn was allocated to home and neighborhood repairs in the Ken Knight Drive neighborhood, to the purchase of two mobile medical clinics to be operated by the Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless, and to the equipping of computer labs at Raines and Ribault High Schools; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville wishes to express its profound gratitude to the United Arab Emirates for its generosity to the citizens of the State of Florida and the City of Jacksonville in our time of need; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby expresses its profound gratitude and appreciation to the United Arab Emirates for its generosity to the citizens of the State of Florida and the City of Jacksonville.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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